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FROM LIVIA 
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LIVING PLANET – ISSUE 22

Kia ora koutou, 

I’m so glad you’re helping 
protect our natural world. 
Our planet needs more 
people like you to rise to  
the challenges facing us, 
like species loss and  
climate change.

In this issue of Living 
Planet I wanted to share 
stories from some people 
that are as passionate about 
protecting nature as you are.

From shooting basketball 
hoops to raise money for 
Māui dolphins, like 10-year-
old Danny (p4), to lobbying 

the government to put 
cameras on fishing boats, 
to switching off lights and 
computers for Earth Hour, 
people all over New Zealand 
are doing their bit to make 
our world a better place.

And with your generous 
support of WWF, you’re 
playing the most important 
role of all. 

Thank you so much for 
everything you do!

CEO, WWF-New Zealand
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Cover image Two Hector’s dolphins swim 
underwater. © Brit Finucci / WWF-New Zealand.
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“Earth Hour is just the 
beginning – a chance 
for us all to talk 
about how we can 
stop any more of our 
planet’s wonderful 
plants and animals 
from being lost.” 
Livia Esterhazy 
CEO, WWF-New Zealand

EARTH HOUR 2018

PEOPLE POWER 
FOR EARTH HOUR

CLIMATE CHANGE
AFFECTS EVERYTHING FROM 
POLAR BEARS IN THE ARCTIC 
TO NATIVE BIRDS IN OUR 
OWN BACK YARD

Living Planet PAGE 3

Earth Hour is celebrated all over the world.

Do you believe in people power?  
It was out in force on 24 March! 

All over New Zealand, and all 
over the world, people turned 
off their lights and electrical 
appliances for 60 minutes to 
take part in Earth Hour 2018. 

The 11th international  
Earth Hour also invited 
people to reflect on loss  
of plant and animal species 
through climate change. 

“At our place, we turned 
off our computers and 
phones, and played board 
games by candlelight,” 
said WWF CEO Livia 
Esterhazy. “It was a great 
way to reconnect. We would 
definitely do it more often! 

“From polar bears in the 
Arctic to native birds in our 
own back yard, our planet’s 
diversity of life is at risk 
from the changing climate. 
We all need to take action 
to save our precious planet 

– and for many of us this 
journey starts with events 
like Earth Hour.”

You’re already a champion 
for nature through your 
support of our work. But 
if you want to take even 
more action for our planet, 
why not join our 100% 
possible climate advocates 
network? wwf.org.nz/ 
100_possible



 PAGE 4 Living Planet

THE MĀUI DOLPHIN CHALLENGE
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Danny taking part in his fundraising basketball challenge.

SHOOTING HOOPS  
FOR DOLPHINS
For the last two years we’ve run the  
‘Māui Dolphin Challenge’, asking people 
from all over New Zealand to take on a 
sponsored challenge to raise money for 
these rare dolphins.

Last year’s top fundraiser 
was inspiring eight-year-old 
Danny Pick. It marked a 
second year of fundraising 
for Danny, who baked and 
sold cupcakes in 2016.

In 2017, Danny chose to 
combine his two passions, 
animals and basketball  
 – and raised a fantastic 
$1,633.22. “It’s what I  
love combined with what  
I love,” he said.

$1,633.22
WAS RAISED BY EIGHT 
YEAR OLD DANNY TO HELP 
THE MĀUI DOLPHINS

He even gained the support 
of pro basketball team the 
New Zealand Breakers, 
who had one of their stars 
practice with Danny. He 
also made a presentation 
at his school about these 
endangered animals.

“I think all animals are 
important, but I chose the 
Māui dolphins because they 
are native to New Zealand,” 
explained Danny. 

“We don’t get them anywhere 
else in the world – and  
New Zealand needs to  
 look after them.”

Thank you Danny!  
To f ind out more about 
our work to save these 
wonderful animals,  
visit wwf.org.nz/maui
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BLOCKCHAIN TECHNOLOGY
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Yellowfin tuna.

CHANGING THE  
FUTURE OF SEAFOOD
Did you know you’re supporting technology 
that can change the world? It’s called 
blockchain – and it can help us protect  
fish, the environment, and human rights  
too. A win for everyone!

IN THE FUTURE, YOU’LL 
BE ABLE TO SCAN TUNA 
PACKAGING TO FIND 
OUT WHERE THE FISH 
CAME FROM.

This information is held 
securely on a database, and 
means that suppliers and the 
public can find out exactly 
where their fish was caught. 

In the future, you’ll 
be able to scan tuna 
packaging to find out 
the story of the fish. 
This could revolutionise 
the fishing industry. 

WWF-New Zealand is  
proud to be a Blockchain 
Project partner – but we 
couldn’t support innovative 
projects like this without 
people like you.

Find out more about this 
amazing technology at 
wwf.org.nz/blockchain

Many of us enjoy eating 
fish, but want to know 
more about where it comes 
from. Some isn’t caught 
sustainably or even legally 

– and some is even caught 
using slave labour.

Blockchain technology 
is set to change all that. 
Using electronic tags, this 
technology starts collecting 
data on fish from the 
moment they are caught, 
and keeps track of its 
journey from bait to plate. 



ROUNDED FIN?  
SEND IT IN!
Last month, we went out 
on the road on the West 
Coast of the North Island, 
travelling through the heart 
of Māui dolphin territory. 

Did you know that less that 30% of 
their ocean home has any protection 
from deadly set nets, like the ones 
that killed five Hector’s dolphins in 
Canterbury this February? That’s why 
we appreciate the precious sightings 
of these animals reported by surfers, 
recreational fishers, iwi, and others. 

On the road trip, we met incredible 
people, like a surf lifeguard who’s 
reported seeing Māui dolphins five 
times, or Davis Apiti – the man who 
brought a Waitangi Tribunal claim to 
protect Māui dolphins.

You can help protect dolphins too.  
If you see a dolphin with a rounded  
fin, let us know! wwf.org.nz/mauiapp

Surfers in Raglan regularly report seeing endangered Māui dolphins. 
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TELL US WHAT YOU THINK. We’d love to know how you feel about the stories in this newsletter, and our work in general. Let us know by email at info@wwf.org.nz. Thank you!

IN OTHER WORDS
Figures and quotes from the frontlines of conservation.

“We have the choice to use the gift of our life to  
make the world a better place – or not bother.” 
Jane Goodall, anthropologist and primatologist

6,841
WWF SUPPORTERS TOOK ACTION IN 
2017 TO INFLUENCE NEW ZEALAND’S 
GOVERNMENT ON TOPICS LIKE MĀUI 
DOLPHINS AND CLIMATE CHANGE

180
COUNTRIES AND 
TERRITORIES 
WORLDWIDE 
THAT TAKE PART 
IN EARTH HOUR

50  
YEARS
THE AGE A KIWI CAN REACH, IF 
IT LIVES IN A PROTECTED AREA

700%
INCREASE IN REPORTED  

MARINE MAMMAL BY-CATCH  
IN ONE AUSTRALIAN FISHERY  
AFTER CAMERAS WERE PUT  

ON FISHING BOATS
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NEWSBITES
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It’s time to show that it’s cool to be 
sustainable! Together with WiLD Studios 
(the short-film division of Natural 
History NZ), we issued a challenge to 
creative agencies all over the globe to 
develop a short video concept that makes 
sustainability cool.

Supported by the UN Environment 
Programme, three finalists are currently 
being selected. The winning film will be 
featured at the ‘Be the Extraordinary’ 
forum to be held at Cannes Lions 2018.

Find out more at wwf.org.nz/extraordinary/ 

From the forests of Aotearoa to the  
oceans around Fiji and the mountains 
of Nepal, people like you help us work 
towards a future in which humans live  
in harmony with nature. 

Last year we supported local groups to 
plant thousands of native trees and shrubs, 
partnered with fisheries to protect our 
unique ocean life, and supported Nepalese 
students to achieve a career in conservation.

Check out our Annual Report, celebrating 
the very best of what we achieved together 
in 2017. wwf.org.nz/2017

At the end of 2017 the government 
released its new squid fishing plan – and 
the fantastic news is that it contains much 
stronger protection for New Zealand sea 
lions/rāpoka. This is all thanks to people 
like you, who demanded better protection 
for these threatened animals!

They’ve lowered the number of sea lions 
that can be killed in squid fishing nets 
from 68 to 38 per year. Of course, we  
don’t want any sea lions to drown in 
fishing nets – but this is great progress.

wwf.org.nz/sealion

Back in November, Gerald Dickinson was 
one of the winners at WWF’s Conservation 
Innovation Awards. His Grid-i pest 
detective innovation combines thermal 
imaging and artificial intelligence software 
to identify and monitor specific invasive 
mammal pests like rats and possums. 

“This technology will help backyard trappers 
in the war on pests, so we’ll see native 
species return to our cities,” says Gerald.

Read about his plans to have commercial 
units available by next Christmas, and 
what winning the award meant to him,  
at http://bit.ly/Grid-i

DISCOVER THE BEST OF 2017 
IN OUR ANNUAL REPORT

PROJECT 
EXTRAORDINARY 

YOU HELPED 
PROTECT SEA LIONS!

AMBITIOUS PLANS 
FOR PEST DETECTIVE
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WE NEED YOUR HELP TO 
GET CAMERAS ON BOATS
Did you know that 80% of New Zealand’s 
native animals live in our oceans? As a 
wonderful WWF supporter, you help us 
protect New Zealand’s amazing native 
marine species, such as sea birds,  
sea lions, dolphins and whales.

Sadly, one of the biggest 
threats to these wonderful 
animals is getting trapped 
and drowning in fishing nets. 
Understanding how, when 
and where these animals 

are getting caught is crucial, 
so we can help the fishing 
industry change. This is 
one reason why our last 
government promised to roll 
out cameras on fishing boats.

CAMERAS ON BOATS

We’re calling for cameras on fishing boats.

But in February the  
new Fisheries Minister 
said that he will review 
the ‘cameras on boats’ 
programme – and that 
cancelling it could be an 
option. We are now working 
hard to persuade the 
Minister to stick with the 
scheme, and you can help.

Hundreds of WWF 
supporters have added  
their voice to the call  
to save the ‘cameras  
on boats’ programme. 

If you’re one of them,  
thank you! If not, please 
consider adding your  
voice to our petition at  
wwf.org.nz/cameras



Yes, I’d love to do something more!

My supporter number:  (You will find it on your cover letter)

With my donation of:

 $250  $100  $50  $25  My choice $ 

  I enclose a cheque made payable to “WWF-New Zealand” 

  Please charge my credit card: (minimum gift $5)  MasterCard  Visa  Amex  Diners

Card Holder’s Name       

Credit Card Number 

Expiry  Signature      

Please return this slip with your donation to WWF-New Zealand, PO Box 11514,  
Manners Street, Wellington 6141. 

 
Your contribution is greatly appreciated, a receipt will be sent to you.

April 2018

 
CONTACT US
For any enquiries regarding  
supporting WWF 

Postal address:  
PO Box 11514, Manners Street,  
Wellington 6141
Phone: 0800 4357 993  
or 04 499 2930
Email: info@wwf.org.nz
Website: wwf.org.nz

Bank account number for donations:  
06 – 0501 – 0545463 – 00

Please include your supporter  
number as a reference.

Registered Charity no: CC33788

© 1986 Panda Symbol 
WWF International | ® 
“WWF” is a Registered 
Trademark of WWF 
International.

SUBSCRIBE TO  
WWF EMAIL ALERTS
Signing up to our WWF e-newsletter is a 
great way to become more involved in the 
work of WWF, and you’ll be the first to 
know about breaking conservation news 
as it happens.

Sign up at wwf.org.nz/
newsletter

Positional to 
be changed 

out by printer

http://wwf.org.nz/newsletter
http://wwf.org.nz/newsletter
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“WWF is one of the great 
hopes for the world”
David Attenborough, WWF Ambassador

A kōkako in the forests of New Zealand.

The North Island kōkako population is  
recovering, thanks to years of predator control.

We know if we invest in conservation now, the  
benefits will be reaped later on. Will you invest  
in the future of our native species, by leaving  
a gift to WWF-New Zealand in your will? 

Contact our bequest team bequest@wwf.org.nz  
or call toll free 0800 4357 993 for a friendly, 
confidential discussion. 

LIVING PLANET
ISSN 1177-3332

WWF.ORG.NZ

http://wwf.org.nz
mailto:bequest%40wwf.org.nz?subject=
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