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In 1961 WWF was founded in 
response to concerns about the 
decline in species such as the 
rhino and the tiger. Hundreds of 
thousands of people became part  
of the WWF family and donated 
funds to the cause. 

Today, WWF has five million  
supporters around the world, 
supporters just like you, who care 
about this planet and the future of  
the people and wildlife that live on it.

Sir Peter Scott, one of WWF’s 
founders, said “We shan’t save all 
we should like to, but we shall save a 
great deal more than if we had never 
tried.” Those words remain true 
today. We have seen huge successes 
– such as an end to most commercial 
whaling, a ban in ivory trading, 
and slowing the loss of tropical 
rainforests – which could not have 
been achieved without your support, 
but there remains much to do. 

Today we face new challenges,  
like climate change, and familiar 
ones such as the dramatic decline 
in New Zealand’s own Hector’s 
dolphin. If WWF is to be successful 
in our mission, we must redouble 
our efforts before it is too late.

This magazine gives you an insight 
into some of WWF’s achievements 
in the last half century, and the 
challenges we still face. I truly  
hope that in another 50 years  
WWF will no longer need to ask  
for your support but now, in 2011,  
we need your help more than ever  
to create a future where people  

live in harmony with nature.

 

Executive Director,  

WWF-New Zealand 
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The giant panda is perhaps the most powerful symbol 
in the world when it comes to species conservation.

For WWF the panda has special 
significance as it was the founding 
symbol of the organisation in 1961. 
Fifty years on, the black and white 
logo signifies the many conservation 
successes we have achieved, and  
those that have yet to come.

Three decades of conservation  
work in China by WWF has helped 
bring this charismatic species back 
from the brink of extinction.  
[See map overleaf]

Just as the panda is a global 
conservation icon, the flightless 
kiwi is New Zealand’s conservation 
ambassador. More than any other 
species, the nocturnal bird symbolises 
our identity as New Zealanders. 

It’s also a flagship for the health  
of our complex forest ecosystems. 
Yet despite its ecological and 
cultural importance, the kiwi’s 
survival is under threat. 

Since 2000, WWF-New Zealand  
has worked to protect kiwi and other 
native species by supporting local 
conservation initiatives throughout 
New Zealand. We have distributed 
nearly $3 million to more than 
400 projects thanks to the Habitat 
Protection Fund, run in partnership 
with The Tindall Foundation.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

One of these projects is the East 
Taranaki Environment Trust, a 
community-based project founded 
in 2005 which aims to increase the 
area of safe, stoat-free forest habitat 
for kiwi. Surveys indicate that there 
are now four times more kiwis in  
the area than at the beginning of  
the programme.

Controlling predators and  
restoring native forest are at the 
heart of efforts to save our national 
bird; work that brings people and 
communities together and allows 
other threatened species, such  
as kokako, to be reintroduced to 
some North Island forests, helping 
to restore New Zealand’s unique  
dawn chorus. 

Focusing on flagship species is one 
of the proven approaches used by 
WWF around the world to mobilise 
people and governments to act to 
protect endangered species, their 
habitats and the overall biodiversity 
of important conservation areas  
on land and in the sea.

wwf.org.nz/kiwi

Cover image: E. Baccega/ naturepl.com/ WWF

saving iCOniC speCies 
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KiWis THanKs  
TO WWF pROjeCT
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of the original Amazon forest  
is largely intact, a conservation 

success thanks in part to WWF

One of WWF’s first 
achievements – the Cota 

Doñana National Park

tigers in the wild by  
2022 is WWF’s aim

giant panda numbers 
now after 30 years of 

conservation effort 

Moehau Environment Group’s Waikawa 
Bay project carries out weed and pest 
control and restores native habitatsThe Whaingaroa Harbour 

Care project has planted 
over one million trees along 
streams and harbour edges

2
4

3

5

New Zealand’s oceans 
are a global ‘hot spot’ 

for biodiversity

1

New Zealand’s endemic  
yellow-eyed penguin is  
one of the world’s  
rarest penguins
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Migratory birds
The conservation of birds was of 
huge importance to the founders of 
WWF. One of the organisation’s first 
achievements was the establishment 
of the Cota Doñana National Park in 
Spain, to provide a safe resting area 
for migrating birds. 

protecting pandas
The giant panda is China’s national 
treasure, and has become the icon 
for successful species conservation. 
WWF first worked in China more 
than 30 years ago to save the giant 
panda from extinction. Protection of 
their bamboo habitat has enabled the 
population to recover to 1600 animals. 

The amazon Rainforest
The world’s largest tropical 
rainforest is home to one in ten of 
the species known to science, and 
has a critical role in stabilising the 
world’s climate. Eighty percent of 
the original forest is largely intact, 
a conservation success for which 
WWF can take much credit. 

However, huge pressures from 
logging and agriculture threaten 
this iconic forest. The preservation 
of the Amazon is vital in the fight 
against climate change because of 
the massive amounts of carbon that 
it stores. WWF is working to protect 
this precious ecosystem for the 
people, animals and the planet  
that depend on it.

doubling tiger numbers
The world has lost 97 per cent of 
its wild tigers over the last century. 
Today as few as 3,200 individuals 
remain; without urgent action to 
stop poaching and habitat loss  
tigers could disappear from  
the wild forever.

WWF is leading the charge to double 
the wild tiger population by 2022, 
the next Chinese Year of the Tiger. 
At an historic Tiger Summit in 2010, 
international governments backed 
a plan to immediately reverse the 
decline of wild tigers, with all 13 
tiger countries agreeing to work 
together to protect critical habitats 
and crack down on illegal trade.

gLObaL LOCaL

...our wetlands
Wetlands are ecologically very 
important: they clean and filter 
freshwater, help reduce the risk  
of flooding, and provide habitat  
to a wide range of native fish,  
birds and amphibians. Yet farming, 
pollution and invasive species 
threaten these precious areas. 

WWF helps protect New Zealand’s 
wetlands by supporting projects 
such as Moehau Environment 
Group’s Waikawa Bay project  
in the Coromandel. The group 
carries out weed and pest control, 
restores native habitats, and works 
with local schools to raise awareness 
of the importance of wetlands to the 
next generation of conservationists.

...our forests
New Zealand’s unique native  
forests – home to plants and 
animals found nowhere else on 
Earth – are under threat from 
introduced predators such as 
possums and stoats. WWF’s Habitat 
Protection Fund assists community 
groups such as the East Taranaki 
Environment Trust to control 
these threats, allowing forests to 
regenerate and native species to 
thrive. By supporting local groups, 
national conservation efforts  
are greatly enhanced – and all  
New Zealanders ultimately benefit.

protecting...our oceans
New Zealand’s marine environment 
is so significant for biodiversity, 
protecting it is a global priority  
for WWF. Our waters comprise  
an astounding 4.2 million km² – 
around 15 times greater than our 
land area – the fifth largest exclusive 
economic zone in the world. 

Our oceans are threatened by 
unsustainable fishing, including 
overfishing, ‘bycatch’ of birds, 
dolphins and other non-target 
species and the destruction of the 
sea-floor; pollution; oil and minerals 
mining; invasion of foreign marine 
pests; and climate change. Marine 
species and habitats need to be 
protected and development must  
be environmentally sound.

50 YeaRs OF WORLdWide 
COnseRvaTiOn sUCCesses

80%
6400

1600

...our coasts
New Zealand’s endemic yellow-eyed 
penguin is one of the world’s rarest 
penguins. Needing coastal forests 
and scrub to nest successfully, WWF 
supports community groups such  
as the Yellow-eyed Penguin Trust  
to protect and restore habitat so that 
we can admire penguins and other 
coastal species in the future.

...freshwater habitats
The Whaingaroa Harbour Care 
project, with funds from WWF  
and others, has planted over one 
million trees along streams and 
harbour edges resulting in healthier 
fish stocks and cleaner water.  
The environment and the local 
economy have revived – a model  
for community-led conservation 
across the country.

2

1

3
4

1 12 23 3

4

East Taranaki Environment  
Trust works to allow forests  
to regenerate and native  
species to thrive

global 200
WWF works to protect over 200 ecoregions, 
identified as biodiversity ‘hot spots’



Keeping OUR  
seabiRds saFe 
One hundred million seabirds, including albatrosses and 
penguins, call the Southern Ocean home. They spend most  
of their lives at sea, coming ashore to breed in New Zealand  
and other southern lands. 

Sadly, many seabird populations are threatened due to  
bycatch in fisheries, introduced predators in breeding areas,  
and climate change. Globally, 18 out of the 22 albatross  
species are threatened with extinction.

WWF works to stop vast numbers of seabirds being killed  
in longline and trawl fisheries. Our international Smart Gear 
Competition encourages the development of fishing gear that 
prevents albatrosses and other birds from dying needlessly.
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Wandering albatross, Kaikoura



111 
TOdaY as FeW  
as 111 MaUi’s  

dOLpHins ReMain
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OUR CLiMaTeOUR OCean

In just five years, Earth Hour  
has become firmly established  
as an annual global movement  
for action on climate change that 
New Zealanders have helped make 
an international success.

Earth Hour started in Sydney in  
2007, was adopted by Christchurch 
the following year, and went national  
in 2009. Since then, New Zealanders 
from all walks of life have embraced  
Earth Hour’s message of hope for  
a climate-friendly future. High  
participation levels have demonstrated  
that as a nation we are concerned 
about climate change and as 
individuals we are prepared to  
take personal action to do our bit. 

In 2010, research showed an incredible 
1.25 million New Zealanders took part 
in Earth Hour. The event reached 1.3 
billion people worldwide, as people 
united to help make Earth Hour the 
world’s largest ever global climate 
change initiative. 

Auckland’s Sky Tower was one of 
the first of 1500 iconic landmarks 
around the world that switched  
off to show their support, including 
Paris’ Eiffel Tower, Egypt’s Sphinx 
and Beijing’s Forbidden City.  
A record 128 countries and 
territories took part.

This year, on 26 March, Earth  
Hour marked the beginning of a  
new era. As lights were switched  
off around the country and the 
world, people were being encouraged 
to think beyond the hour. WWF-
New Zealand supported this new 
direction by establishing a new 
fund to assist councils and other 
organisations in spreading the 

sustainability message in their  
local communities.

Inspiring stories or pledges from 
around the world are being shared on 
a special website beyondthehour.org 
WWF-New Zealand’s Climate Change 
Campaigner Lee Barry urges Kiwis  
to take the beyond the hour message 
to heart: “We encourage you to join 
this powerful online community 
linking people in New Zealand  
with others around the world  
who are making changes in their 
everyday lives to help sustain the 
future of our planet.” 

beyondthehour.org

 
Using cutting edge science,  
WWF works internationally to 
protect ocean habitats; to minimise 
environmental harm from fishing 
and other human activities; and 
reduce the impacts from climate 
change. It’s a global challenge and 
New Zealand has an important role 
to play. Our oceans are immensely 
rich with staggering natural 
diversity. They are home to tens 
of thousands of species including 
seabirds, dolphins and whales,  
fish, corals and other wildlife 

– almost half of which are  
found nowhere else on the planet. 
As well as being vitally significant 
to New Zealand’s environment, 
economy and identity, they are 
globally precious.

One species found only in New 
Zealand waters is the endangered 
Hector’s dolphin. WWF has 
campaigned for years to protect 
these dolphins, which are threatened 
by set-net fishing, trawling, pollution 
and boat strikes. Today as few as 111 
Maui’s dolphins, the North Island 
Hector’s subspecies, remain.

WWF led a collective challenge  
with other conservation organisations  
using mounting evidence and public 
pressure to convince the Government 
to increase legal protection. Yet 
more needs to be done to ensure 
these animals do not disappear 
during our lifetime. Our vision 
is that populations recover their 
former distribution and abundance. 
According to scientists, around 
30,000 dolphins once ranged 

through our oceans before the  
use of gillnets became widespread. 
We continue to call for a Government 
plan of action that includes a science-
based approach to population 
recovery, and a national ban on set 
nets. We also support communities 
who work to increase awareness  
and protection for these animals.

Species cannot hope to flourish 
without natural habitats to breed 
and feed in – and that’s why WWF 
campaigns for the protection of 
important marine habitats. Marine 
reserves free from human activities 
such as commercial fishing and 
mineral extraction provide a  
future for wildlife and people.  
The Government needs to urgently 
implement a comprehensive and 
representative network of these 
areas around New Zealand,  
which will act as havens  
where wildlife can thrive. 

wwf.org.nz/oceans  
 
 

eaRTH HOUR  
gOes beYOnd THe HOUR

pReseRving OUR  
bLUe Living pLaneT

  134
COUnTRies 
TOOK paRT in  
eaRTH HOUR 2011Life began in the oceans and today over 100 million  

species depend on them for survival, including ourselves.

What makes one billion people around the world stop what they’re doing and  
switch off their lights for an hour, all on the same night? WWF’s Earth Hour.
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Thank you to our supporters  
who donated their 2009 tax  
credits to WWF. 

You can claim back up to a third  
of your total annual donations  
from the Inland Revenue by filling 
out the form IRD526 (available at  
www.ird.govt.nz) and including  
your donation receipts from WWF  
to the year ending 31 March 2011. 
Just complete the form including 
WWF bank details and send to IRD 
with your tax receipts. Or, we can 
forward your signed, completed 
form on your behalf.           

IRD does not provide us with your 
details when they deposit your tax 
credit. Please let us know you are 
donating your tax credits so we can 
recognize your gift and send you a 
receipt. Please check the box on the 
donation slip (attached) and send  
to us in the envelope provided.  
Or email us at info@wwf.org.nz  
or call us on 0800 4357 993.

For any enquiries regarding 
supporting WWF please call  
0800 4357 993 or 04 499 2930 

Fax: 04 499 2954 
Email: info@wwf.org.nz 
wwf.org.nz

Postal address:  
PO Box 6237, Marion Square,  
Wellington 6141

Bank account number:  
06 - 0501 - 0545463 - 00

Changing your Will? 
If you would like more information 
on how to leave a gift in your  
Will to WWF, please contact 
Ruchika in complete confidence  
on freephone 0800 4357 993 or 
email rjayatilaka@wwf.org.nz.

dOnaTing YOUR  
Tax CRediT TO  
WWF-neW ZeaLand 

COnTaCT Us

You are receiving this magazine 
because you are a valued WWF 
supporter and, on behalf of all  
our staff, trustees and volunteers,  
I thank you. 

I passionately believe our mission 
represents the only viable future  
for us all, and it is the commitment 
of our staff, volunteers and, most  
of all, our supporters, that makes 
this a very real possibility.

Since WWF was founded in  
we have seen some incredible 
successes around the world. 
In China, for example, no less 
than 62 nature reserves have 

been established to protect the 
giant panda, thanks to WWF 
working closely with the Chinese 
government. WWF couldn’t have 
achieved that without the incredible 
generosity of our supporters.

In New Zealand, your donations 
have made a real difference.  
In January 2009 I asked you for 
donations to help us campaign for 
increased protection for endangered 
Hector’s and Maui’s dolphins. 
Thanks to your generosity WWF  
was able to keep the pressure up 
and, as a result, the Government  
has now extended protection for the  
critically endangered Maui’s dolphin. 

HeLp pROTeCT  
OUR iCOniC  
speCies TOdaY
Over the last fifty years 
millions of dedicated, 
passionate people have 
supported WWF’s mission  
to create a future where 
people live in harmony 
with nature. 

However, there is much still to 
be done. It is a disgrace that our 
national icon, the kiwi, is still in 
decline. WWF needs your support 
so we can continue to help local 
communities care for kiwi. Our 
amazing marine wildlife – including 
sealions, corals and albatrosses – 
is still seriously threatened, and 
more marine reserves are urgently 
needed to protect them. And, despite 
increased protection for Maui’s 
dolphins, Hector’s dolphins remain 
under serious threat. WWF must 
continue to campaign if they are 
to be protected and stand a chance 
of recovery. More than ever, WWF 
needs your continued support so we 

can campaign for the protection  
of our treasured natural world and 
the incredible species that live in it. 

If you are able, please make a 
donation to WWF today. Your 
continued support will ensure  
that our iconic species, and the 
places they live, are protected  
for future generations.

Please use the attached donation slip on the adjacent 

page and return it to us in the reply envelope provided.

 

 

 

 

Chris Howe
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Why we are here
To stop the degradation of the planet’s natural environment and
to build a future in which humans live in harmony and nature.

Why we are here

wwf.org.nz

To stop the degradation of the planet’s natural environment and
to build a future in which people live in harmony with nature.

1976
 WWF and the International Union 
for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) 
set up TRAFFIC, a body to monitor 
and to find solutions to the problems 
created by global, illegal and 
unsustainable wildlife trade. 

1975
WWF-New Zealand founded

FsC
  WWF co-founded the Forest 
Stewardship Council (FSC), 
which certifies wood products 
that come from well-managed 
forests with due respect for  
the environment, wildlife  
and people.

1961
WWF International established 
in Switzerland

1982
  The introduction of the 
International Whaling Commission 
(IWC) moratorium on commercial 
whaling in 1982 followed years of 
WWF campaigning. A Southern 
Ocean whale sanctuary was 
declared twelve years later.

© Panda symbol WWF ® WWF Registered Trademark 2006 WWF-New Zealand.  
 

Thanks to Spicers Paper, this magazine is printed on    100% Recycled chain of custody paper.

WWF
in 100 countries 
on 7 continents 
with 5 million supporters 
= 50 years of conservation

Yes, I want to help protect  
our iconic species!
I would like to make a single donation of:

 $250 $100  $50  $25  Other $ 

I would like to make a regular donation of:

 $30  $20  $10  Other $   (minimum gift $5)

 Weekly  Fortnightly  Monthly

I would like to make an annual donation of: 

 $1,000  $500  $250   Other $ 

Donation by cheque: 

  I enclose a cheque made payable to “WWF-New Zealand”

Donation by credit card: 

  Please charge my credit card: (minimum gift $5)

  MasterCard  Visa   Amex  Diners

Credit Card Number 

Expiry Date  

Please insert your supporter number   

(You will find it on your cover letter) 

Card Holder’s Name   

Card Holder’s Signature  

Or you can also make a donation by: 
Calling 0800 4357 993 or going online at wwf.org.nz

Internet banking to WWF-New Zealand,  

account no. 06-0501-0545463-00  
(Please include your name and supporter number as  

a reference so that we can recognise your online donation). 

  Please tick if you are intending to donate your tax  

credit to WWF so we can recognise your donation.

  Changing your Will? Tick here if you would like information 

on how to leave a gift to WWF in your Will.

  Please tick if you would like to receive our regular 

e-newsletters (remember to update your email address below).

help Us keep In touch 

If your name and/or address details are incorrect or have changed, 

please correct them for us below. Thank you. 

Name  

Address   

   

Telephone ( )   

Email   

Please return this slip with your donation in the enclosed reply 
envelope or mail to WWF-NZ, PO box 6237, Marion square, 
Wellington 6141 (a stamp will help reduce our costs).

  Your contribution is greatly appreciated,  

  a receipt will be sent to you.Thank you. 
00000000000000
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