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On the cover of this issue of Living 
Planet is a remarkable photo of a 
rhino being translocated to safety in 
Eastern Cape Province, South Africa. 
Too often the victims of poachers, 
wild rhino populations throughout 
the world are declining rapidly. 
It’s meant we’ve had to adapt our 
thinking —protecting species 
like rhinos often means shifting 
them to areas where they can be 
monitored more closely.

What you may not realize however 
is this translocation is only possible 
because of the fresh thinking of a 
New Zealand inventor and unlikely 
conservation hero, Colin Murdoch. 

Before Colin put his mind to it, 
safely shifting a two-tonne rhino was 
incredibly dangerous. A pharmacist 
and veterinarian, Colin was also 
a prolifi c backyard tinkerer who 
patented the disposable hypodermic 
syringe and the child-proof medicine 
container among more than 40 
other inventions. But it was his 

development of the tranquillizer 
gun that would change the face of 
conservation forever, and make aerial 
translocations like this possible.

A hope to fi nd the next generation 
of Kiwi inventors like Colin Murdoch 
was behind our decision to launch 
New Zealand’s fi rst ever Conservation 
Innovation Awards earlier this 
year. We know innovation often 
needs a helping hand, so we’ve 
given out a prize pool of $90,000 to 
new innovations we think have the 
potential to be as revolutionary as 
Colin’s tranquillizer gun. You can read 
about the winners on page 5.

It’s your support of WWF that’s 
allowing us to fi nd and support these 
new ideas for nature—we really 
couldn’t do it without you. Thank you.

Executive Director, 
WWF-New Zealand

welcoMe 
FroM

chris howe

Cover image: © WWF-Canon / Green Renaissance 

A tranquillised black rhino is suspended from a 
helicopter in the Eastern Cape Province, South Africa. 
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With strong evidence the quality of 
the water in our rivers and streams is 
declining, it’s more important than ever 
we educate the next generation about 
protecting our waterways. 
To find out what’s happening in 

our rivers, WWF’s Community 

Conservation Coordinator 

Jenny Lynch visited a unique 

education programme to learn 

how the next generation is 

already rising to the task of 

protecting our waterways.

“So I’ve got 3 caddisflies, a stonefly 
and a weird larvae,” says Chris, 12, 
peering through a magnifying glass 
at a tray of microscopic insects. 

“That’s really good!”

I’m knee deep in a river at the  
base of Belmont Regional Park 
with students from Wellington’s 
St Bernard’s school, who are 
enthusiastically recording the 
results of the morning’s first survey. 
It’s just one part of Whitebait 
Connection, a WWF supported 
education programme helping 

students consider the future  
health of our local streams, rivers, 
lakes and wetlands. “If you don’t 
know what a healthy waterway 
looks like, it’s hard to know what’s 
happening in your local stream,” 
says Zoe Studd, one of the Whitebait 
Connection Coordinators in 
Wellington, delivering the NZ-wide 
programme.  Typically students 
compare a healthy stream, Wai Ora, 
with a not so healthy one, Wai-kino, 
looking for indications of freshwater 
life and water quality in each. And 
from the chatter down at the river 
bank, it’s clear the students are 
finding plenty to talk about. 

Although all of today’s discoveries 
turn out to be more macro than 
massive, that’s not always the case. 

“We found a long-finned eel recently 
at one of our school streams, which 
was really exciting!” says Zoe.

If eels or native fish are absent  
from a waterway it’s an important 
indicator. It may signify a barrier 
to migration, or pollution could 
be affecting the waterway. “The 
students quickly discover the 
types of species found in a healthy 
waterway can differ dramatically 
from those in unhealthy waterways,” 
says Zoe.

Working out why this happens is  
a key part of Whitebait Connection. 
With this knowledge, students can 
then start thinking about real ways 
to improve a stream that needs  
their help.

“What’s really 
satisfying is how 
enthusiastic the 
students are to protect 
their waterways. 
That ’s a whole lot of 
kait iaki in the making 

– exactly what our 
rivers need!” 

Find out more about at http://

www.whitebaitconnection.co.nz/
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Students measuring the flow rate of the river. Getting a close-up look at the river’s inhabitants.

Field report

Many rivers to cross
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With your support and the assistance 
of The Tindall Foundation, we celebrated 
New Zealand’s fi rst ever Conservation 
Innovation Awards in November. 

We think the winning entries will make a real 
difference in our fight to protect the natural world.
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local

Find out more about our winners and runners up, including interviews, 
videos and photos at wwf.org.nz/innovation.

$25k
gr a n t

$25k
gr a n t

$25k
gr a n t

Our expert panel of judges sorted through more than 70 amazing 
entries to shortlist the six best, with the 3 category winners each 
receiving grants of $25,000, and 3 runners up each receiving $5,000. 

Find out about our category winners below.

Trap Minder is an automated early response system for 
monitoring predator traps, and tracking and bait stations. 
The system uses a heat sensor to detect warm blooded mammals. 
Once detected, the system sends an activation message by radio 
link to a monitoring computer, containing the GPS coordinates 
of the intrusion. The computer can then be set up to send an 
alarm by email, text or mobile app.

MicroSystems Research will work with Glenfern 
Sanctuary on Great Barrier Island to trial 20 
systems in order to detect and instantly act upon 
incursions around the ends of their predator 
proof fence, something they have not been able 
to do eff ectively until now.

This citizen science projects turns cat owners into 
researchers; fi nding out where their cats go, and what they 
get up to using GPS equipped collars. The evidence that is 
gathered—alongside social research into the attitudes and 
behaviours of the owners—can inform the best ways to 
manage cats and their impact on native wildlife. 

The grant will allow this joint Victoria University 
and Wellington City Council project to access 
research equipment and IT gear over the next 
two years and bring up to 500 more citizens, 
and cats, on board.

Energise Otaki is a community-led project taking a unique approach 
to wellbeing in the town by responding to the big issue of climate 
change. Recognising the long term impacts of climate change on 
people and biodiversity, Energise Otaki is responding through a 
range of projects that reduce greenhouse gas emissions, supply clean, 
cheap energy to the community, create jobs and educate children.

This community conservation project is innovative 
as it is based on the idea of a community seeing their 
town as a system, while encouraging people to take 
action to reduce their environmental footprint.

Energise Otaki will develop a number of projects 
including wind energy, sustainable food and 
alternative fuel.
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winner: cat tracker 
by Dr. Heidy Kikillus
Post Doctorate fellow, Victoria 
University of Wellington

winner: energise otaki
by the Otaki 
Community

winner: trapminder 
by Gian Badraun
MicroSystems Research Ltd
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A Kererū, or native woodpigeon, in Kaitoke Regional Park, Wellington.

kererū count 
takes oFF! 
In September, more than 7,000 Kererū 
(native woodpigeon) sightings were 
reported throughout New Zealand as 
part of the 2014 Great Kererū Count. 
By dispersing the large seeds of native 
trees, Kererū are the great gardeners 
of our skies.



A Kererū, or native woodpigeon, in Kaitoke Regional Park, Wellington.
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in other words
Figures and quotes from the frontlines of conservation.

decline in populations oF Fish, birds, 
MaMMals, aMphibians and reptiles 
since 1970, according to the biennial 
wwF living planet report.

“science has  
spoken, there is no 
aMbiguity in their 
Message. leaders 

Must act” 
UN Secretary-General  
Ban Ki-moon, speaking  

at a UN Climate  
Change panel

1.2 
Million kM2 
oF ocean now protected
under the paciFic reMote 
islands Marine MonuMent

78,000
nuMber oF people who signed the nZ 

shark alliance petition calling For a ban 
on shark Finning in new Zealand waters. 

1,200
nuMber oF Marsh deer in the pantanal de 
otuquis protected area in bolivia, thanks 
to dedicated conservation eFForts.  
10 years ago, there were none.
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Thanks to your 
support, a ban on 
shark f inning in New 
Zealand waters was 
off icially implemented 
on October 1st.

The ban is the result of a long-
running and hard-fought campaign 
by the New Zealand Shark Alliance, 
of which WWF is a member. It is 
now illegal to kill a shark for its  
fins and dump the body at sea.

New Zealand is among the  
world’s top 10 nations for killing 
and exporting sharks and a major 
exporter of shark fins to Hong Kong. 
Recently we have also become the 
biggest exporter of dried shark  
fins to the United States.

Globally around 270,000 sharks 
are killed every day and the trade 
in shark fins is driving much of 
this slaughter. This is causing a 
serious decline in the world’s shark 
populations, and many species  
are now under threat. 

The new laws mean New Zealand 
has joined around 100 countries and 
states, including Australia, the EU 
and US, in banning shark finning. 
This is a huge win for our sharks – 
thank you for making it happen!

kererū count beats records
Throughout October this year, the eyes of 
thousands of New Zealanders were fixed to the  
sky during the two week long Great Kerer -u Count. 

And with more than 7,000 sightings 
and 14,000 birds spotted, it’s safe to 
say it’s been a runaway success.

For the first time Wellington ruled 
the roost for sightings, with more 
than a quarter coming from the 
capital. Tony Stoddard, coordinator 
for WWF’s Kererū Discovery Project, 
is not surprised that the windy 
city is a hotspot for Kererū . “Not 
only does Wellington have vast 
green corridors that surround the 
region, it is also supported by strong 

predator control carried out by  
the city and regional councils, 
as well as the Department of 
Conservation and many dedicated 
volunteer groups throughout the 
region. Combined, their efforts  
are making a visible difference.”

Although not listed as endangered, 
Kererū numbers have significantly 
declined as a result of the 
destruction of their forest homes 
and the introduction of predators 
such as possums, rats and stoats.

With your support, the count 

was organised by W WF ’s 

Kerer -u Discovery Project 

and Forest & Bird’s Kiwi 

Conservat ion Club, with 

backing from Wellington  

City Council.

Tony Stoddard continued: 
“Now in its third year, the Great 
Kererū Count is providing scientists 
and conservationists with fantastic 
data about where Kererū are found 
and where greater protection could 
be needed."

Read more of the results of the 

count at kererucount.org.nz

news in brieF
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More than a quarter of all Kererū sightings came from the capital.

A shortfin Mako shark.

2014 was the biggest ever Kererū count.

 

shark Finning now oFFicially 
banned in nZ!
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our people
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new ideas For nature: 
the 2014 conservation innovation awards
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a  A student from Otaki College tests out a solar panel, a project developed through Energise Otaki, winner of the Project category.  b  Dame Anne 

Salmond, New Zealander of the year 2013, speaking at the Conservation Innovation Awards ceremony.  c  Conservation Award winners (L-R) Nirosha 

Priyardarshani, Gian Badraun, Conservation Minister Maggie Barry, and Dr. Heidy Kikillus.  d  Gian Badraun, winner of the Product category, with 

a drone. Gian is working to integrate the drone with his trapminder system, allowing for automated bait drops.  e  Nirosha Priyadarshani, runner up 

in the Research category. Nirosha's automated bird-song recognition software could save conservationists hours of work.  F  Amanda Walker's Kauri 

Dieback Boot Cleaning Station – runner up in the Product category. The station makes it simple for forest users to prevent the spread of Kauri die back.
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our people

In early November, PhD student Charlotte 
Blythe successfully ran the Auckland marathon, 
fundraising for WWF’s Maui’s dolphin campaign 
while pounding the pavement. Fresh from the finish 
line, we spoke to Charlotte to find out how it went.

“The run was great, and although 
I didn’t meet my time goal of four 
hours, I loved most of the race,” 
says Charlotte. 

“Running across the Harbour Bridge 
was defi nitely the highlight, and 
thinking about all my supporters 
really kept me going through the 
painful last 5km!”

These fantastic supporters helped 
Charlotte raise a massive $1500 for 
WWF’s Maui’s campaign. “It was 
really important to me to fundraise.

It turns it into a more meaningful 
venture, and inspires you to keep 
going when the going gets tough! 

“I want to help WWF continue their 
work in mobilising people from all 
sectors to care for Maui’s dolphins 
and take action. I am appalled that 
the New Zealand government is 
not doing more to prevent these 
gorgeous, innocent creatures from 
becoming extinct.”

Congratulat ions on an 
amazing f undraising ef fort 
Charlotte!

Charlotte Blythe raised $1500 for WWF 
in November.

©
 C

ha
rlo

tte
 B

ly
th

e

©
 M

ik
e 

O
’C

on
no

r/
W

W
F-

N
ew

 Z
ea

la
nd

apples and albatrosses
“Enid Blyton wrote that you must 
check bad apples aren’t mixed in 
with good ones,” says New Zealand 
sculptor and artist Tanya Ashken, 
talking to us in the gloriously 
chaotic garden of her Island Bay 
home. “Even the faintest speck 
of rot can spoil the bunch.” 

It’s a sunny Wellington afternoon, 
and we’re talking to Tanya about 
her art and the animals that 
infl uence it. As she pours a 
cup of tea, she continues. 

“Humans are a bit like 
apples I think,” she says. 

“Too many can spoil it 
for everyone else.”

Tanya’s late husband, the respected 
artist John Drawbridge, was a 
keen documenter of Wellington’s 
South Coast. Together, they spent 
a lifetime creating artworks that 
are a testament to a love of wildlife 
and this little corner of the world.

“From an early age I enjoyed bird 
watching, and sometimes feel I 
am more in tune with animals 
than people,” says Tanya. Born in 
England, she came to New Zealand 
with John in 1963. And despite 
initially having a few reservations, 
she quickly came to embrace her 
adopted home.

“I was a bit unsure about it here 
when I fi rst arrived, but I soon 
became involved in the Wellington 
Zoological Society, which was 
very satisfying.”

Tanya’s seabird-inspired 
sculptures can be found in many 
places around Wellington city. 
Her albatross works are 
particularly striking, drawing 
on the epic wingspan of these 
giant ocean dwellers, which 
can be up to 3 metres wide. 

Tanya now supports a number of 
conservation and wildlife charities, 
including WWF. “To me, the work 
of organisations like WWF is so 
important. We have to educate 
people about what is going on 
with wildlife out in the world.

“With human populations growing 
so fast, we really can’t aff ord to 
waste time.”

why i support wwF
Our supporters give to us for many dif ferent reasons. 
For some of you it will be our work saving Maui’s dolphins, 
for others it could be protect ing the world’s last remaining 
wild t igers. Whatever has you hooked on W WF, we love 
to hear about it!
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Tanya’s late husband, the respected 
artist John Drawbridge, was a 

Tanya Ashken at her Island Bay home.

Marathon 
For Maui’s



contact us
For any enquiries regarding supporting WWF 

Postal address:  
PO Box 6237, Marion Square, Wellington 6141

Phone: 0800 4357 993 or 04 499 2930

Fax: 04 499 2954

Email: info@wwf.org.nz

Website: wwf.org.nz

Bank account number for donations:  
06 – 0501 – 0545463 – 00

Please include your supporter number as a reference.

Registered Charity no: CC33788

Thank you for your corporate support

healthpost
HealthPost is New Zealand’s favourite online  
supplier of natural health, skincare and household 
products, proudly based in Golden Bay. In support  
of New Zealand charities, HealthPost runs ‘give  
well’, generously donating up to $2 for every order 
 it receives online to a range of charities, including 
WWF. Find out more at healthpost.co.nz.

subscribe to  
wwF eMail alerts
Signing up to our WWF e-newsletter is a great way to 
become more involved in the work of WWF, and you’ll 
be the first to know about breaking conservation news 
as it happens.

Sign up at wwf.org.nz/newsletter
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Dear Chris, I want to help protect wildlife today...

My supporter number: 
(You will fi nd it on your cover letter)

With my additional donation of:

 $250  $100  $50  $25  My choice $ 
  I enclose a cheque made payable to “WWF-New Zealand” 
  Please charge my credit card: (minimum gift $5)

  MasterCard  Visa   Amex  Diners

Card Holder’s Name   
Credit Card Number 

Expiry  Signature  

Please return this slip with your donation 
to WWF-New Zealand, PO Box 6237, 
Marion Square, Wellington 6141. 

 Your contribution is greatly appreciated, Thank you.  a receipt will be sent to you.

December 2014

status update: 
Join wwF online
For the latest conservation news and campaign actions, 
you can fi nd us on Twitter @WWFNewZealand or at 
facebook.com/WWFNewZealand – or head to our 
website at wwf.org.nz 

Privacy statement 

Your privacy is important to us. As well as using 
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activities, campaigns, appeals, membership and 
adoption opportunities and promotions or about 
updates to our sites and the activities. In the future 
we may make our mailing list available to like-minded 
organisations. If you do not wish to receive third party 
mailings, please call us on 0800 HELP WWF or 
email info@wwf.org.nz 

Other organisations to which we might typically disclose 
personal information include our consultants and other 
service providers (for example mailing houses). If we do 
this we require these parties to protect your information 
in the same way we do.
This magazine is printed on 9Lives 100% Recycled Post Consumer paper 
which bears the FSC Recycled credit.

Registered charity no: CC33788
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